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Pet-friendly dorm policies are on the 
rise. There are at least a dozen colleges 

and universities that now allow animals on 
campus.

Citing an increasingly pet-friendly society in the 
United States, Eckerd College in St. Petersburg, 
Fla., has been the frontrunner in such policies.

“The future of the pet privilege rests on the 
successful administration of the policy and the 
willingness of students to abide by, and enforce, 
the policy,” say university offi cials, who enacted 
the policy in 2004.

The policy only applies to pre-existing pets, 
ensuring that the pet owners are fully aware 
of the responsibilities involved in having 
a pet.
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We all knew uncommon baby names were 
on the rise, but the epidemic has apparently 

found its way to pet owners. According to 
Veterinary Pet Insurance (VPI), today’s pet names 
include “Rush Limbark,” “Rosie Posie Prozac” and 
“Snoop Kitty Kitty,” to name a few.

“The dog park would defi nitely be a more 
interesting place if you heard people saying, ‘Fetch, 
Rafi kikadiki,’ or, ‘Come here, Meatwad,’” said 
Curtis Steinhoff, VPI’s senior director of corporate 
communications. “I might be a little hesitant to 
introduce people to Miss Fuzzbutt, or Sir Lix-a-lot, 
but I also can’t think of many better conversation 
starters.”

Traditionally, experts recommend monosyllabic 
names that can be distinguished apart from 
commands such as “sit” and “stay.” 
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